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SHRI HARBINDER SINGH

Shri Harbinder Singh is an International Hockey Coach associated with the game of
Hockey for more than six decades serving the nation for promotion of Hockey in various roles
as a Player, Coach, Organizer, Official, Government Observer, Advisor and Selector. At
present, he is Advisor of Round Glass Hockey Academy, Punjab grooming and nurturing
boys and girls under 12, under 14 and under 16 at 10 various Academies spread over around
Punjab and its villages.

2. Born on 8 July, 1943 at Queta, Shri Singh studied at Khalsa College, Amritsar from 1958
to1962. He joined Indian Railways in April, 1962. He served the Railways for 41 years and
superannuated as Senior Sports Officer in July, 2003.His International Sports career started at
the age of 18 years with New Zealand and Australia tour as a member of Indian Hockey Team in
1961. He played three Olympics viz. Tokyo 1964 - Gold Medal and highest field goal scorer with 5
goals; Mexico 1968 - Bronze Medal again highest field goal scorer with 5 goals including a Hat-
Trick and Munich 1972-Bronze Medal. In Asian Games held at Bangkok in 1966, he won Gold
Medal and again at Bangkok in 1970, he won Silver Medal and captained the Indian Team. He
also won Gold Medals in International Hockey Tournaments held at Lyons (France) in 1963 and
at Hamburg (Germany) in 1966 - remained highest field goal scorer with 4 goals. In Seoul
1986,he was the Chief Coach of Indian Women Hockey Team and that team won Bronze Medal.

3. In the National Championships, Shri Singh won Gold Medal not only in Hockey but
also in Athletics represented Punjab in Junior National Athletics Championship at
Trivandrum, 1959 and Indian Railways in Senior National Athletics Championship held at
Sangrur (Punjab) in 1967.To win Gold Medal in the Olympics, Asian Games and National
Championships in two different major sports (Hockey and Athletics) is a rare achievement. In
his sports career, he roughly scored more than 150 Goals and won 47 Gold, 12 Silver and 4
Bronze Medals. Being a sprinter with best timing of 10.8 seconds in 100 Meter, he was the
fastest center forward in 1960s and 1970s.

4. Shri Singh remained Member/ Chairman of Selection Committee for 26 years -Indian
Hockey Federation (IHF) for 8 years; Indian Women Hockey Federation (IWHF) for 9 years
and Hockey India for 9 years. He was nominated as Government Observer by the Ministry of
Sports and Youth Affairs, Government of India from January, 2011 to January, 2014. He
was associated with Hockey India as Member- Award Committee; Member- Athlete
Committee and Chairman- Master's Committee from 2014 to 2023.

S. Shri Singh was honoured with many awards including “Arjuna Award” in 1967;
“Railway Minister Award” in 1966; “Best Sportsperson of Railways” in 1972; “Delhi Sports
Journalist Association Life Time Achievement Award”; “Hockey India Major Dhyan Chand
Lifetime Achievement Award” in 2019;Varistha Samman by Delhi Government in 2023 and
J.P. International Award in Sports in 2023.
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